
Richmond is the only university in the UK 
that has developed a very successful US 
accredited undergraduate programme in 
International Sports Business and on the 
strength of this founded the Richmond 
International Academic and Soccer 
Academy (RIASA).  

The Master of Arts Degree in 
International Sports Business is a 
career development programme for 
postgraduate students. The main 
emphasis of this programme is on 
leadership through strategic management.  

While the academic level is that of 
Masters Level, there is a strong 
practical and professional orientation to 
the curriculum. It will provide students 
with a high quality educational 
experience of sports  

management, and thus improve the quality of 
professional sports management here and 
overseas. 

The MA ISB will equip students with an 
understanding of sports management 
organisations, their cultures, and the 
changing global environment in which they 
operate. Students will have the opportunity to 
build on their existing understanding of 
sports management within a framework that 
enables students to relate their business 
experience to contemporary management 
ideas and practice.  

Our Master’s degree in International Sports 
Business builds on our teaching and 
research success and provides graduate 
students with a programme of study that is 
underpinned by the best sports industry 
practice, knowledge and partnerships.

Students will acquire the skills to think 
strategically about sports business and 
gain the ability to explore creative solutions 
for the sports industry through lectures, 
seminars, workshops and independent 
research. 

The programme is ideally suited to candidates 
who have recently completed 
their undergraduate studies, acting as a 
solid foundation in strategic international 
sports management enabling quick 
momentum in building a career. Candidates 
are encouraged to participate in the 
accredited internship. The opportunity 
created will provide an excellent backdrop 
for real-time application of the 
thematic work covered in the classroom. 

MA in International Sports 
Business

Five facts about this 

PROGRAMME

Develop practical skills required to 
advance your career in international 

sports management and be able to 
respond to change.

Apply business principles to 
actual situations through case-

study work.

One year full-time or two year 
part-time programme.

London is globally regarded as 
one of the bigger players in the 
international sports industry.

Accredited internship.

The aim of Richmond's MA in International Sports Business is to help 
our students develop a higher level of understanding of sports 
management in an international context and demonstrate how sports 
has become a global phenomenon within the wider service sector.

The curriculum 
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–

– Contemporary Issues in Sport 
Management 

Strategic Management in Sport

Sports Law, Contracts, & 
Negotiation  

Organisation & Management of Sports 
Management 

Leadership & Management in Sport

Social Responsibility & Diversity in 
Sports 

Psychology of Performance in Sport and 
Business 

Coaching & Management of Sports 
Teams 

– Extended Dissertation without 
internship,  15,000 – 20,000 words

– Dissertation with internship, 10,000–
12,000 words (8 credits, plus 4 credits for 
internship)

* Electives may vary from year to year and are 
subject to interest and availabilty.

All courses run depending on demand and 
faculty availability. 

MA in International Sports Business

Fall Semester (12 credits) 

Spring Semester (12 credits) 

–

–

Sports Marketing 

Sport Economics and Finance

Electives*
One of the following:

–

–

–

–

–

Summer Semester (12 credits)

Or

Programme structure 
The MA in International Sports Business is structured as follows: 

Course information 

Awarding institution 

Developed and delivered by Richmond, 
The American International University in 
London. Accredited: Middle States 
Commission on Higher Education (US).

Duration

One year full-time, 
September to September. 

Two year part-time, 
September to September. 

Part time students take one or two 
courses per semester. All Courses are 
taught during the daytime on weekdays.

Location

This programme is taught at our 
Richmond Hill campus. Additionally, off-
site locations may be used in London as 
part of the practical element of the 
programme. 

Entry requirements

US Bachelors degree from an accredited 
institution, or UK first degree with 
minimum second class honours, or an 
overseas equivalent as determined by the 
University with a major in the discipline of 
focus or a related area in social science. 
Relevant work experience is welcomed 
and may on occasion be accepted in lieu 
of a first degree, but is not required.

English Language

Applicants who are not from a majority 
English speaking country will be asked to 
supply evidence of their English language 
skills which will usually be an IELTS with 
6.5 overall and no element below 5.5.

Scholarships

A limited number of scholarships are 
available for Richmond’s MA programmes.

Contact details
Postgraduate Admissions Office 
Richmond, The American International 
University in London 
Queen's Road 
Richmond-upon-Thames 
TW10 6JP 
England 

T +44  (0)20 8332 9000 

E admissions@richmond.ac.uk 

www.richmond.ac.uk/postgraduate-
programmes 

Note: Support sessions will also be offered in academic skills and preparation for interview.

For further information on the course visit 
https://www.richmond.ac.uk/postgraduate-programmes/ma-
international-sports-business/

–
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