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Indrani Raychaudhuri is from India. She majored in

Communications
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ne hundred and nine students from

forty-six countries participated in the

May graduation in Kensington Town
Hall on the afternoon of 10 May 2001. As in all
Richmond graduations, members of the
graduating class are selected as speakers in
the ceremony. Arijit Kumar Bhaumik, a
Psychology major from India, opened the
ceremony by welcoming everyone. After the
awarding of honorary degrees and the
presentation of the BA degrees, Indrani
Raychaudhuri rose to the podium to give her
farewell address.

Indrani’s recollected experiences reflected
the memories and feelings of many graduates
—new alumni — in the hall. As she began to
speak of her journey she remarked that, ‘Time
has indeed flown past me in the last two and a

half years that | have been at Richmond.
Coming to Richmond, and studying here was
the beginning of a whole new phase in my life.
Beginning in Fall of '98, | realized that | had just
begun on a journey which would last me for the
next several years with a bounty of experiences
and knowledge which | would then carry into
the real world. | still remember entering the
doors at the Hill campus along with my father,
while my mother and grandfather waited
outside anxiously, anticipating a completely
alien atmosphere.’

‘Before | realized it, it was the end of the
orientation week and time to say goodbye to
my parents. Left to face a completely new life,
| was determined to become an important part
of this unique and diverse community at
Richmond. What kept me going were a few

words that my father bestowed upon me at the
beginning of this Richmond journey and which |
still remember to this day. He said he had “full
faith in me”, and he knew | would keep the flag
flying!’

‘It's been two and half years now and
suddenly | realize it is time to say goodbye to
Richmond. | believe that all my fellow graduates
present here at this ceremony have their own
story to tell like me.’

‘As a student | have always believed that the
experience is what you make of it and not how
it comes to you. The chats with our professors
after class, asking for an extension of
deadlines, the busy cafeteria at lunch time,
nights in the computer lab trying to finish
papers and lots more, remind us of what we
have made of our experience at Richmond.
Events, whether International Night or Global
Village lectures, bring this community together,
and | am proud to have been a part of it.’

‘Being a Richmond graduate also means
getting the very best of Richmond’s
international environment. Being a Richmond
student one attains an international persona,
almost unconsciously when we come into
contact with people from more than 100
different nationalities from across the world.’

‘This experience is also enriched because of
certain people with whom we have come into
contact in our years at Richmond. There were
members of the staff and faculty whom we
regarded as our ideals, and some who deeply
inspired and encouraged us. Personally, | would
like to take this opportunity to extend my
special thanks to all my lecturers among whom
certain special people have been my mentors
for the past two and half years. There are
several members of staff such as security,
residence life, and student affairs, who have
also been an important part of my life at
Richmond. The list of Richmond names to
thank and remember is endless.’

‘Sitting among the audience today are three
very special people in my life without whose
determined support, blessings and
encouragement | would have never been where
| am today - my parents and grandfather, and
also my grandmother who could not make it
here to this ceremony due to travel constraints.’

‘I would like to thank the Richmond
Community on behalf of the graduating
class of 2001 for making our experience unique;
and | would like to wish all my fellow graduates
a very successful life ahead. Thank you.’

To the sound of applause and the strains of
The Barbican Brass Ensemble the Trustees,
Governors and Faculty led the new alumni to
the next stage of their lives. B
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Honorary degrees and prizewinners

elected to receive honorary degrees

were: Ambassador Harriet Elam-

Thomas, US Ambassador to Senegal
who was awarded Doctor of Laws. Dr. James
Ragan, Poet and Director of The University of
Southern California’s Professional Writing
Program, was awarded Doctor of Letters.
Professor Susan Greenfield, Professor of
Pharmacology at The University of Oxford and
Director of the Royal Institution, was awarded
Doctor of Science. Professor Greenfield gave
the graduation address in which she spoke
about her work on the human brain. Her book,
The Human Brain: a Guided Tour, preceded a
television series from which another book,
Brain Story has been published. Another book,
The Private Life of the Brain was published in
2000. She told the audience that she was not a

scientist when she began university and how
her interest in understanding why people
behaved the way they did led her to study
science and the brain, from which she
developed her current research on Alzheimer’s
Disease.

The School of Business was pleased to select
the following students for prizes:
Marko Brankovic (Slovakia) Honors degree in
Economics candidate; Alusine Bangura (Sierra
Leone) Concentration in Finance and OU Honors
candidate, Asparuh Bonev (Bulgaria)
Concentration in Finance and OU Honors
candidate, Chinwe Mgbenwelu (USA)
Concentration in Marketing and OU Honors
candidate, Lindsay Cates (USA) Concentration in
International Business and OU Honors candidate,
Marc Whybrow (UK) Concentration in

International Business and OU Honors candidate,
Nadeen Shirawi (Bahrain) Concentration in
Economics OU Honors candidate.

The School of Arts and Sciences recognized
the following graduates for excellent work:
Sarah Al-Muftah (Qatar) for studies in Design,
Gulano Sulemangi (Mozambique) for Computing
(QU), Sandra Dennis (Germany) for her work in
International Relations (OU), Nora Kovacheva
(Bulgaria) for her work in International Relations,
Katherine Mallory (USA) for her work in Sociology
(QU), Penny Leroux (USA ) for her studies in
Psychology (OU), Indrani Raychauduri (India) for
her work in Communications, Hazel Baltao
(Phillippines) for her work in Theatre Arts, Diana
Haber (USA ) for her studies in History (OU)

Congratulations to each awardee and
honoree. B

Graduation is an opportunity to award honors to people who have achieved much and enriched the lives of others, Richmond’s May graduation
recognised both graduates and professional people.

A year ago Richmond embarked on a new
educational venture - the Cisco Networking
Academy Program (CNAP) and established the
Richmond Technology Center in what was
once the lower division library. On 14 May
2001, the Mayors of Richmond upon Thames
and of Kensington and Chelsea, along with
representatives from CISCO, attended the
opening ceremony at the Hill campus.

At the opening, Dr. Reza Joadat, Director of
the Richmond Technology Center and lecturer
in Computing and Systems engineering,
described the program. In keeping with the
Richmond tradition, the students came from
diverse backgrounds with regard to nationality,
age and employment. Already one hundred
students have enrolled on the program,
including Richmond undergraduates and
external adult professionals. All participants

have access to Richmond’s facilities including
the Cyril Taylor library. In addition, students are
able to order books through Pearson’s on-line
bookshop, and receive a discount for all books
ordered.

Richmond is designated a Cisco International
Regional Academy and, through the
Technology Center, students are able to take
Cisco courses at two levels of certification:
Cisco Certificate of Network Associates
(CCNA), Cisco Certificate of Network
Professionals (CCNP). The program is available
on both a part time and a full time basis to
accommodate different needs. Richmond is
currently in the process of becoming an
Authorized Academic Training Partner, which
will enable students to take the Microsoft
MCSE course. In addition, students can select
Microsoft Office User Specialist courses

First graduates of CISCO Academy, May 2001

(MOUS) and the European Computer Driving
License (ECDL). The ECDL is currently on offer
via home study via a CD with trouble shooting
sessions at the Technology Center.

Further information and application
information is available at www.richtc.com.
Alumni are invited to return to Richmond to
develop their IT skills and gain an internationally
recognized qualification.

2
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Helen Woo
Director Student Activities and
Assistant Dean of Students
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Student Council President Michael Drane

n the evening of Wednesday 18 April

2001, over 200 students, faculty and

guests attended Richmond’s ninth
annual Day of Student Recognition held at the
Royal Star and Garter in Richmond Hill.

Held each spring, this ceremony honors
students from both campuses and across all
majors for their hard work in their studies and
their contribution to extra-curricular life at the
University. Students are nominated for
academic awards by the faculty and for
awards in student life by Student Affairs staff,
student leaders and student organization
advisors.

Both students and organizations were cited
this year for awards such as Best Event, Best
New Student Organization, Most Improved
Student Organization, and Student
Organization of the Year. Other students
recognized this year included, Richmond’s
AIFS Merit Scholars, Ms. Kim Schmucker, the
2001-2002 Student Council President-Elect,
and the awarding of the Student Organization
Mentor of the Year. Other highlights include the
Student Elected Staff and Lecturer awards,
which were given to Michael Wiggins, the
Pacific House receptionist, and soon-to-be Dr.
Fabian Biancardi, respectively.

Congratulations to all the students who were
nominated. For those who did not attend this
year’s ceremony, there is always next year! Bl
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Melissa Reichle

is from the USA. She is a senior majoring in International Relations

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

urry hats, cold weather and bear hugs,

these are some of the things

stereotypically associated with Russia
and its people. This Spring, thirteen
undergraduate students made their way to
Moscow for, what will always be remembered
as, a spectacular whirlwind experience to a
country that only lives in the imagination of
most of the world’s population.

Every spring Dr. Wolfgang Deckers, along
with the support of Dr. Peter W. Schulze from
the Friedrich Ebert Foundation in Moscow State
University, takes a group of students to Russia
to participate in informational workshops. This
year the workshop was entitled ‘Problems of
Transition in Russia’, which covered current
issues effecting the political, social and
economic aspects of the country today. Many
of the lectures discussed President Putin’s first
year in office, and whether or not Russia is still
in a period of renovation and transition or has
found a stable base from which to start
building.

To compliment the learning experience from
the workshops, Richmond students were given
the opportunity to meet and spend time with
some of the students attending Moscow State
University. The majority of the students we met
were in the process of writing and developing

their Phd’s! They were very excited to show us
around their beautiful, but chilly, city. It was
wonderful to see the mutual interest we had in
each other. Questions and explanations about
our countries and our lives flowed freely
throughout the time spent together.

Although the academic side of the trip was
important, most students benefited from the
experience of touring around the city of
Moscow. The magnificence of the Metro
stations and Red Square at night caused our
eyes to sparkle with a profound sense of awe.
We will find it hard to forget the pride which the
Russian people clearly take in their history. We
will also long remember the Bolshoi Ballet and
the Circus.

This visit to Moscow was a perfect
combination of learning and exploring for all of
us. It allowed us space to develop a picture of
a city that had only once been a figment of the
imagination for many. Without the patience and
trust of Dr. Wolfgang Deckers and Dr. Peter
Schulze, this trip would not have been as
successful. The memories of Moscow will stay
with each of us as we continue to develop in
our fields of study at Richmond. This sort of
experience is what makes Richmond a
marvelous stepping stone to students’ success
in the global world we live in today. B

Alice Tomic and Laura Lengel

In April this year, Richmond Communications
faculty Laura Lengel and Alice Tomic, were
invited by Professor Jean Aitcheson and Rupert
Murdoch, Chair of Communications at Oxford
University, to present a paper at the Language,
Media and International Communication
Conference. Their paper, ‘Channels of
Subversion: Dislocating and Relocating Cultural
|dentities in Resistance to Globalisation’, focused

on the work of women artists and film-makers
including Mona Hatoum, Shirin Neshat and
Samira Makhmalbaf and was well received by
the international audience in the large Lecture
Hall of St. Catherine’s College.

This presentation reflects the ongoing
involvement of both Alice Tomic, Chair,
Department of Communication and Fine Arts
and Laura Lengel, Senior Lecturer in
Communications, in the launch of a new
international association, the International
Association of Languages and Intercultural
Communication and the launch of a new journal
called Language and Intercultural
Communication of which Alice Tomic is Joint
Editor and Dr. Lengel is Reviews and Criticism
Editor. The first issue was published in June
2001. For more information consult the website:
www.cf.ac.uk/encap/sections/lac/ialic/ B
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unday, 8 April was the date of the 21st

annual Richmond International Night,

the one event which students look
forward to in order to display the beauty of
their multi-colored cultural identity against the
backdrop of spring. This year’s event was held
at the Hippodrome for the last time. The spirit
and energy that radiated from the mega-club’s
walls will have to find a new home in the
future.

Guests were giddy and expectant as
friends, students, and alumni met up again
leaving their work and studies for this annual
celebration. Richmond alumni Abraham Jalo
’00 and Mounia Sinaceur experienced a sense
of déja vu as they recollected memories of
their senior year and International Night.
Abraham, last year’s International Night Chair,
wished everybody well.

Though the backdrop of this year’s event
was far from ‘springy’ with torrential rains
beating down the human spirit, the theme
reflected the ‘Elements’. Just as fire, water,
earth, metal, and wood are the basic

0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000 o

Valeria Bembry

is from the USA. She is a Senior
majoring in International Relations
individual necessities of life, together they
assist in sustaining the life cycle. Individually,
Richmond students possess qualities that
make them unique. By bringing the students
together, the mixture of languages, cultures,
politics, and religion sustains the life cycle of
the university’s international community.

Just like spring, International Night
blossomed from winter slumber. The
introductory dance had an agitated start as
most of the dancers looked frightened or very
stressed. Of course at this time of year, with
papers and exams looming, who could blame
them? But within minutes the team got their
nerve back as the Indian-inspired rock music,
reached its pinnacle. Then, Student Council
President and part-time MC, Mike Drane '01
tickled the audience by lip-syncing Frank
Sinatra’s ‘Kick in the Head’ and by twirling

study-abroads, Wendy Mandelson and
Shannon Cantor around the stage.

West Africa was notable for its sexy, groovy
beats as the dancers infused various dance
styles into the music of the Yoruba people of
Nigeria. Dancers for China made a pop tribute
to martial arts legend, Bruce Lee. The song
has western pop roots to signify Lee’s
contribution of Chinese culture to the Western
World, and the dance itself was created
around his fighting stance. The performance
by Polynesia, combined neo-Tahitian and
Hawaiian music into a warm tropical blend.
Then Sweden shook the crowd from its seats
as Katy Nezami '01 and Karin Kilberg '01
performed three of Abba’s most famous
songs. Almost everyone in the audience had a
little Abba in their lives and the lyrics rolled off
everyone’s tongues.

This year’s production emphasized a new
approach to cultural expression. There was
unity in the diversity and originality of artistic
approach, representing Western styles and
elements of the past. B

Richmond Faculty

The Phenomenology of Waiting
Journal of the Society for Existential
Analysis, vol 12.1, pp154-159

Collaborative articles

e Mirpuri N, Dyson M, Rymer J, Bolton
P and Young S High frequency
ultrasound imaging of the skin
during normal & hypertensive
pregnancies Skin Research and
Technology, vol 7, pp65-69, 2001

e Chen L, Dyson M, Rymer J, Bolton P
and Young S An investigation into
the effect of Hormone Replacement
Therapy on skin thickness Skin
Research & Technology, vol 7, pp95-
97, 2001

In addition to his book announced in
the Spring newsletter, an article:

Readings of Racism: Interpretation,
Stereotyping and The Phantom

Menace, Continuum Journal of Media
and Cultural Studies, vol 15, no 1, 2001

¢ The Internet and the Information
Economy. In OUR FRAGILE WORLD:
Challenges and Opportunities for
Sustainable Development. UNESCO
(United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization), Paris 2001

* Resisting the Historical Position
Locations of Tunisian Women
Musicians Gender & History 12.2,
pp336-365, July 2000

e Scott C, Lengel L and Peacock S
The Advent of the Digital Archive
Cupboard: Student-Centred
Collaboration & Resource Development.
In Deegan M, Anderson J and Short H
(editors), Digital Content, Digital

Methods London: Communication &
the Humanities Advanced Technology
Information Institute and the University
of Oxford Office for Humanities,
pp143-155, 2000

e | engel L and Murphy P Cultural
Identity and Cyberimperialism:
Computer Mediated Explorations of
Ethnicity, Nation & Citizenship in
Bosah Ebo (editor), Cyberimperialism?
Global Relations in the New Electronic
Frontier. Westport, CT: Greenwood,
2000

Inspiration and Expiration: Yoga
Practice through Merleau-Ponty's
Phenomenology of The Body,
Philosophy East and West, vol 51,
no 1, January 2001

Collaborative articles

* Myers M, Kaposi K and Britton C
Models for effective analysis of
systems: an industrial case study
Systems Engineering, vol 4, no 1,
January 2001. Kaposi AA & Myers M
Systems for All May 2001

* Myers M, Britton C and Kaposi A
Modelling & controlling changing
requirements ESCOM Conference,
London, April 2001

e Kaposi A and Myers M Formalizing
the Application of Systems
Engineering beyond the traditional
‘hard’ systems boundaries INCOSE
Spring Symposium, England, 2001

Where Hamburgers Sizzle on an
Open Grill Night and Day(?): Global
Pop Music and Americanization in
the Year 2000 American Studies

vol 41, nos 2/3, Summer/Fall 2000

e Co-edited special edition of The
European Journal of Social Equality
on Age and Autonomy vo/ 2, issue 1,
2000

* The Women'’s National
Commission in National Machineries
for the Advancement of Women:
Mainstreaming Gender, Democratising
the State?, editor Shirin Rai,
Manchester University Press, 2001

A Critical Pedagogy for Teaching
Intercultural Communications to
Language Learners in McBride N and
Seago K (editors) Target Language -
Target Culture Centre for Information
on Language Teaching and Research,
London

4
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100,000 march
against anti-racism

Ayse Alibeyoglu

is from Cyprus. She is a Freshman planning to major in Political Science

trainers and a T-shirt that read ‘Love not

Hate’ (which | felt was appropriate for the
occasion, very ‘university’ like!). With me, |
carried Thomas L Friedman’s ‘The Lexus and
the Olive Tree, Understanding Globalization’
along with ‘The Independent’, a bouquet of
flowers and a bag packed with fruit, water
and gum. Despite having all this reading
material with me, | was too distracted to
concentrate on anything. | just kept thinking
to myself, where exactly am | going? What will
| find there? What will it be like? Will | make it
in time? Will | make it back in time for
International Night? Is anyone else on the
tube going there, and if not why not?

What | knew for sure was that today was
going to be an experience. What | was not
aware of was the impact this particular
experience would have on me. | officially felt
like a university student off on an adventure!
Sounds corny | know, but it was an exciting
journey! | was about to attend the Gypsy
Council’'s Romani National Day anti-racist
demonstration. This march of 100,000 was
taking place in 150 towns and cities from
Belgrade to Bogota, from Sydney to
Stockholm.

| reached Parliament Square at around
2:45pm just as the Gypsy Council was
welcoming everyone. Overwhelmed by the
crowd, | pushed my way in and found
everyone to be very friendly. Above my head
was a huge banner that read ‘Ustiben 2001’
(meaning-Awakening). Around me, people
from the streets joined in the demonstration
and our numbers slowly grew. We stood
under the banner as music started, and the
power of our presence grew with each
person. Whilst | concentrated on the speech
being given about the purpose of the march,
a couple introduced themselves to me. They
were Romanian and were surprised to meet a
Turkish Cypriot for the first time! It made no
difference where we each came from, since
we were united in a common purpose - to
remember and demonstrate against all the
victims of racist attacks around the world.

They introduced me to their friends. One of
them had his five year old daughter perched
on his shoulders, looking down on us. |

I got on to the tube dressed in jeans,

wondered how the view was up there as she
towered above our heads, an innocent by-
stander. In the end | began to feel as if | was
a part of their family! Though | probably will
never see them again, | will never forget the
day we shared together.

We all listened to the music, some danced
others cried - it was a peculiar mix of
emotions. We sang in unison to The Romani
Anthem ‘Gelem Gelem’ (meaning-we traveled
on). Some knew it by heart, others, like me,
read it off the leaflets handed out by the
Council. It was reminiscent of the 1960’s civil
rights movement song ‘We shall overcome’.
At the end of the anthem all of us started
making our way towards Westminster Bridge
to cast flowers into the Thames in memory of
all the Gypsies around the world who had lost
their lives due to racism. Once | had thrown
my bouquet of white tulips into the river, my
group all held hands and we had a moment of
silence for the victims. All of us then started to
drift away, each of us heading off to our
separate lives.

Once on my own, | thought to myself how
lucky | was to be a part of such a meaningful
demonstration and that, in a couple of hours
time, | would be celebrating my university’s
cultural diversity in International Night! | went
through a transition phase, from one
environment fighting evil to another celebrating
unity in diversity (the ideal world)! Bl

Seago
awarded prize

Professor Alex Seago, Chair, Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences, has been
selected to receive the Stone-Suderman Prize
by the Mid-America American Studies
Association for the best essay published in
the journal American Studies in the year
2000. The prize was for his essay Where
Hamburgers Sizzle on an Open Grill Night &
Day; Pop Music & Americanization in the Year
2000.

The committee was impressed with his
‘elegant melding of both social science theory
with aesthetic analysis and a political
economy approach with cultural studies.” The
Committee also felt that his ‘critical
commentary on received wisdom concerning
American “cultural imperialism” and
“Americanization” was well-argued and
needed.’

Dr. Seago was presented with the award at
the annual luncheon of MAASA in Madison,
Wisconsin on Saturday 21 April this year. His
current research is on popular music,
‘McDonaldization” and globalization. And he is
giving a paper on the topic in July at the
International Association for the Study of
Popular Music Conference (IASPM) in Turku,
Finland. B

Richmond is proud to announce
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Richmond’s bi-annual student research conference
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Indrani Raychaudhuri

is from India. She majored in Communications
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n Fall 1998, the School of Arts and
Sciences established a new academic
tradition — The RAIUL Biannual Student
Research Conference. Founded by Dr. Laura
Lengel, Senior Lecturer in Communication
at Richmond, and organized in collaboration
with faculty members Dr. Christine Zaher,
Dr. Will Brooker, Dr. Melissa Wilby, John
Fraser, Julia Hathaway, Dr. John Dickerson
and Nancy Woodruff, students give
presentations in a day-long series of panels.
Dr. Lengel explained that the purpose is, ‘to
give students a sense of academic
conferences and to prepare them for
postgraduate level research as well as
future academic or professional pursuits’.
Using fresh perspectives on contemporary
issues and lively interdisciplinary debates,
the conference has involved more than 300
students over the past six semesters, and is
an academic focal point each semester.
Delivering a paper to a group of peers

can be ‘a nerve-wracking experience at
every level’ says Dr. Brooker, Lecturer in
Communications, yet, ‘the opportunity
provides invaluable practice and
experience.” The topics have ranged from
Gender, Race and National Identities to
Cultural Studies & Globalization to Film and
Media.

The conference opens with an address by
either Dr. Richard Resch, Provost and Vice
President for Academic Affairs, or Dr. Jane
Friedrichs, Dean of School of Arts and
Sciences. Each presentation is followed by
questions and lively debate. Presenters are
assessed by faculty on the content,
structure and overall presentation skills.

| participated in two conferences as part
of Research and Writing and Senior Seminar
in Communications. My research on ‘Indian
Women in Journalism’ studied their
movement from ‘From Newsrooms to
Warzones’ and combined both primary and

secondary qualitative research. The
combination of practice and experience
gained, while presenting at the conference,
encourages new ideas, and it also ‘engages
[students] in creating strong academic links
across the University,” says Dr. Lengel.

Each conference gives students valuable
experience, and Dr. Brooker points out that
it ‘offers students a sense that they are
involved in serious and worthwhile research
which could be pursued at postgraduate
level or in a media-related career.” B

Issues No. 48 (March/April) and 49 (June/July)
of Briefing Notes in Economics, edited by
Parvis Dabir-Alai is on the BNE web site

Papers by David Steele and Julian Wright on
Forward Premium Bias under Different
Monetary Policy Environments’ & Amitrajeet
Batabyal (Utah State University) The
Economics of Land Use, Wilderness
Designation, and Resource Regulation in the
American West

Book review by Sabine Spangenberg &
Professor Walter Elkan reviews Peter Bauer
From Subsistence to Exchange and other
essays

Visit www.richmond.ac.uk/bne/ and click on
‘current issue for download’ button
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Fay Poosti

is Director of Residence Life in Kensington
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n the evening of 19 April 2001, Chris

Howell, '98, gave a song recital in St

Stephen’s Church, Gloucester Road,
for the Richmond community, local
Kensington neighbors and interested alumni.
Supported by the Activities Office, the concert
was attended by about 100 people and raised
£550 through ticket sales, donations and
sponsorship that was donated to the charity
IMPACT. They provide immunization,
accessible surgery, ending hidden hunger,
healthy ageing, safer motherhood and child
survival, early identification and treatment and
poverty alleviation to global communities.

Chris, a baritone, has studied classical

music while working part-time as Resident

Director in Atlantic House, in Kensington. He
has studied classical singing with Eve Cohn
and has combined his vocal studies with
language courses in order to be able to sing
in other languages. His concert presented
music ranging from eighteenth century Italian
composers to songs by George Gershwin.
Chris hopes to combine his theatrical
background with music to sing opera
professionally and more often in public. He
also hopes to sing more light music as well.
Alumni who attended the concert included
Christina Chamberlain '93, Christopher Gerth
'97, Hiroko Kamogawa '98, Simon Fernandez
'95, Debra Scacco '98, Salwa Mufarrej '99,
Jenny Brown 99, Julie Hunsicker '99. Bl
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Ayse Alibeyoglu, Beatriz Garcia, Paul Monson
Ayse Alibeyoglu is from Cyprus; Beatriz Garcia is from Ecuador; Paul Monson is from USA. They are each Freshman planning
to major in Political Science and International Relations respectively
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eil McNaughton, head of the Politics

Association, opened the annual

conference held at University of
London this Spring. Approximately fifty
students from all over the UK attended,
including three from Richmond. The program
involved three separate lectures; on Party
Ideologies in Britain, Parliamentary Reform
and on Rights in the UK.

In his passionate speech on Party
Ideologies in Britain, Richard Kelly from
Manchester Grammar School, described the
scene in the years 1982-1984. He included
the four major ideologies at the time;
Conservatism, Labourism, Liberalism
(Liberal-SDP alliance) and Celtic Nationalism
(SNP-Plaid Cymru) as well as the dominant
issue at the time ‘Capitalism or Not?’ He
went on to describe the current concern of
‘Which Capitalism: Laissez-Faire or Euro-
Protectionist?’ Finally, Kelly concluded his
lecture by posing the question ‘Does Party
Ideology Matter?’ His effective speech

provoked much debate.

Professor Philip Norton of Hull University
followed with an invigorating lecture on
Parliamentary Reform. Reformers are calling
for changes, including constitutional reform,
proportional representation, fixed term
elections, and separation of powers between
executive and legislative branches, which
would transform the House of Commons into
a policy making body instead of a rubber
stamp for the current government. Professor
Norton’s lecture was insightful and
contemporary as well as responsive to the
fact that the English electorate is currently
experiencing disillusionment with its elected
officials.

The Human Rights lecture, given by Gillian
Peele of Oxford University, gave the audience
an insight on the background and
characteristics of the human rights act in the
UK. Peele discussed the peculiarity of the act,
which comprises both British points as well
as those from the European Agreement of

Human Rights. She explained that the rights
covered by the act are divided into ‘absolute
rights’, - those that can’t be taken away on
any grounds, - and other ‘flexible rights’, such
as privacy, as well as the impact on British
political life. She explained the controversy
that lies in the lack of legislative power of the
judges, who only have the right to notify of an
incompatibility not to invalidate laws set by
Parliament. Her insight about the future of the
act and how it can be improved included the
conflict between the human rights of the
European Union and those of Britain. An
important feature she mentioned is the ‘rights
are classic civil ones’, and so there is a lack
of attention paid to social well-being. Peele
stated that she believes more of the EU rights
should be incorporated in this act.

As a result of this presentation, the
participants gained an insight into the British
conception of human rights and of British
politics, which is important to us while we live
in the UK. &

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

Heidi Hoover (MBA) ’00

Heidi is working at Tiffany’s in
New York City
ichmond MBA alumni could not have
asked for a more beautiful spring
evening on Sunday 22 April, for 